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The Rules Governing Means and Their Role in Addressing
Contemporary Human Rights Issues
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Abstract:

This study examines the role of the principles of means (Qawa'id al-
Wasa'il) in regulating contemporary human rights issues amid the
evolving concept of human rights. It focuses on clarifying the
relationship between means and objectives, emphasizing that means
must remain subordinate to their intended ends. The paper also
addresses the problem of the expansion of means and the risk of their
deviation from preserving human dignity. It highlights the importance of
legal maxims such as “means take the rulings of their ends” in
evaluating modern rights practices. The study concludes that activating
these principles helps maintain a balance between human rights
protection and ethical constraints.
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